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Highlights 

 Cross-border meeting between technical teams from Guinea, Mali and Senegal took place on 25 and 26 
February 2015 at Labé, Guinea. 

 Mobile laboratory ready for rapid deployment and diagnosis of EVD. 

 Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) prevention activities at Ségou Festival. 

 Survey on people’s perceptions and knowledge of EVD in Mali. 

 Emergency health supplies provided by World Vision to Ministry of Health. 

 UNMEER projects to close its Mali Office by end of March 2015. 

Les points saillants 

 Réunion transfrontalière entre les équipes techniques de la Guinée, du Mali et du Sénégal du 25 au 26 
février 2015 à Labé en Guinée. 

 Laboratoire mobile prêt pour être déployé rapidement et diagnostiquer la MVE. 

 Activités de prévention de la Maladie à Virus Ébola(MVE) à Ségou. 

 Enquête sur les perceptions et les connaissances des gens en ce qui a trait à la MVE. 

 Fournitures médicales d'urgence offertes par World Vision au Ministère de la Santé. 

 UNMEER projette de fermer son bureau au Mali avant la fin du mois de Mars. 
 

Situation Overview
 

23 694 
Total cases in most 
affected countries 

Guinea (3155), Liberia 
(9238) and Sierra Leone 

(11301) 
Source WHO, 25 Feb 2015 

9589 
Total deaths 

Guinea (1876), Liberia 
(3605) et Sierra Leone 

(3145) 
 

Source WHO, 25 Feb 2015 

8 
Total cases in  Mali 
(7 confirmed and 1 

probable) 
 
 

Source WHO, 25 Feb 2015 

6 
Total deaths in Mali 

including 2 medical agents 
 
 
 

Source WHO, 25 Feb 2015 

433 
Total number of 

identified contacts 
since the first 

registered case in Mali 
 

Source WHO, 25 Feb  2015 

 
Regional meetings focus on cross-border cooperation on 
Ebola screening and prevention

The objective of the two days meeting, which brought 
together a hundred participants, was to prevent and 

stop the spread of EVD epidemic in the neighboring 
countries namely Mali, Guinea & Senegal. Guinea 
Bissau is to be integrated in the upcoming cross-
border coordination activities. 

During the workshop, the participants shared the 
epidemiological situation of EVD in border areas, 
analyzed the risk factors for disease transmission and 
reviewed the epidemiological surveillance system in 
place. Several observations and recommendations 
were made.  

To strengthen collaboration and harmonize strategies 
against the MVE and other diseases with epidemic 
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Participants with WHO Regional Director, Dr. Moeti 
(Front row, 3rd left). (Photo: WHO)   
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potential, national delegations recommended the 
strengthening of cross-border health structures in 
countries through training, infection control, triage, 
prompt alert, adequate equipment, establishment of 
isolation/observation centers, creation of a "platform" 
for border surveillance, proper allocation of human 
resources at the borders and the appointment of focal 
points for cross-border cooperation. 

Other recommendations include creation of formal 
framework for cross-border coordination and 
development of exchange scheme for technicians. 

Partakers also suggested harmonization of broadcast 
messages along the border strip and increased 
communication in specific areas such as gold mining 
zones. Additionally, psycho-social support for affected 
individual (families, contacts, patients, etc.) and 
systematic track of all community deaths was advised. 

Involving the community in the monitoring process and 
sharing the best practices amongst them works in 
favor of an efficient management of epidemics. Cross-
border administration, municipal and local authorities 
will have to be at the center of the fight against EVD.  

 
Mobile laboratory ready for urgent Ebola tests

As part of the joint German-French contribution to the 
fight against Ebola and other highly infectious 
pathogens, a mobile laboratory is based at the 
“Charles Mérieux Infectiology Center” in Bamako 
since December 2014. It is ready to be deployed to 
remote regions upon request by the Malian Ministry of 
Health.  

So far eight Malian laboratory specialists have been 
trained on the mobile laboratory and will receive 
further in depth training by German and French 
specialists in the coming months. The laboratory 
proved its capacities when at the request of the 
Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) it analyzed two 
suspicious samples in December 2014 and delivered 
the results within 5 hours.  

The project is funded as part of the German 
Partnership Program for Excellence in Biological and 
Health Security and implemented by GIZ (German 
Federal Enterprise for International Cooperation), 

Bundeswehr Institute of Microbiology and Fondation 
Mérieux. 

 

 

 

Ebola prevention activities at Ségou festival

In its 11th year, the five-day of the “Festival sur le 
Niger” in Ségou bring together cultural actors, art 
professionals and institutions around the theme, 
Music, Culture and Social Development. 

This year, however, festival organizers have had to 
take into account something they never had before: 
Ebola. Although Mali’s Ebola epidemic was declared 
over on 18 January, the country remains at risk from 
cases in neighboring countries. Large-scale events 
like this present a potential spreading ground for the 
virus as they attract crowds in the thousands, including 
from neighboring Guinea where the first Ebola case in 
Mali originated. 

At a national coordination meeting of Ebola response 
partners in Bamako, Ebola prevention methods for the 
festival were top on the agenda. 

“A case can occur any time,” says Adama Thiam, 
Senior Coordinator for the United Nations Mission for 
Ebola Emergency Response (UNMEER) in Mali. “As 

we keep saying, as long as there is Ebola in Guinea, 
in the region, we must keep up preventive measures 
and stay vigilant.” 

Ebola response partners around the table raised the 
need for increased outreach and awareness raising, 
especially among youth at the festival, as well as 
additional resources for hygiene services. 

Professor Samba Sow heads up the Centre for 
Vaccine Development in Bamako and coordinates the 
Emergency Operations Centre (known by its French 
acronym “COU”) set up to respond to the Ebola 
outbreak in Mali. 

“We shouldn’t wait for Ebola to come back to Mali,” 
says Sow. “We need to be proactive. We need to be 
out in the field, out in the communities, and 
prepositioning teams to reinforce health systems, 
systems of surveillance, and maintain our pressure.” 

A blood sample is tested at the mobile laboratory.  
(Photo: Merieux Foundation)   
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Featuring guests like Grammy Award-winning Oumou 
Sangaré, the festival packs in thousands from across 
the country each year. With all of the close contact of 
audience members, organizers and Ebola response 
partners alike fear it presents a rife opportunity for a 
new case. 

Dr. Ibrahima Socé Fall is the World Health 
Organization Representative and Head of UNMEER in 
Mali. 

“We haven’t stopped. Even after we declared the end 
of the Ebola Virus Disease epidemic in Mali, we 
immediately put in place a new response plan to show 

how we will reinforce the health system,” says Fall. 
“We are continuing to reinforce the message that we 
need to keep up our prevention efforts, but we know 
that once people start to see there are no more cases, 
many of them start to return to their old habits. So we 
need to keep showing that there’s a risk.” 

The festival ran from 4 to 8 February along the banks 
of the Niger River and is organized to showcase the 
attractions and potential of the region, and support the 
local economy. 

Emergency health supplies provided by World Vision to 
Ministry of Health

The international NGO World Vision received its first 
donation of personal protective equipment in Mali on 
the 5th February 2015. Two 20-foot metal shipping 
containers arrived in the country carrying respirators, 
surgical and face masks, syringes, lab coats and other 
protective gear. The goods will be used by Mali’s 
Ministry of Health to protect its frontline health staff.  

 “Our prayer is that no other frontline medical worker – 
or anyone else throughout the country – becomes 
infected by Ebola again,” said Chance Briggs, World 
Vision’s National Director in Mali. “We are working 
diligently to protect and prevent the virus from 
attacking us here.”  

In addition to the donated emergency health supplies, 
World Vision provided training to 80 pastors, imams, 
and health workers to provide them with prevention 

and protection messages to share with their 
communities. Following those workshops, the newly-
trained community leaders shared the public health 
messages with more than 300,000 people in Gao, 
Ségou, Koro, Kolokani, and Bamako.  

 

 
 

UNMEER to close office in Mali at the end of March 2015

Following the official end of the Ebola outbreak in Mali 
on the 18 January 2015 and the sharp decline in cases 
in Liberia, Guinea, and Sierra Leone over the past 
weeks, UNMEER office in Bamako will be closed by 
the 31 March 2015.  

In the meantime, the UNMEER Mali will be supporting 
a regional effort to reduce the risk of spread of Ebola 
across borders. Noting the regional dimension of EVD, 
cross-border and transnational national programmes 

will now be prioritized by UNMEER as an issue that 
needed particular emphasis.   

Lessons learned in Mali will be applied elsewhere and 
experts and staff from Mali will be re-deployed to assist 
the response in other Ebola-affected countries such as 
Guinea.  

UNMEER Mali next and last Bulletin will cover the 
transition in depth. 

  

The equipment is handed over to the Ministry of Health 
(Photo: World Vision)   



  UNMEER Mali Bulletin #4 | 4 
 

United Nations Mission for Ebola Emergency Response 
www.un.org/ebolaresponse/mission.shtml 

 
 

In Brief 

 

 Guinea-Mali Border Surveillance Stepped Up in Fight Against Ebola https://ebolaresponse.un.org/guinea-
mali-border-surveillance-stepped-fight-against-ebola  

 Senior UN relief official warns no room for complacency until Ebola is eliminated 
https://ebolaresponse.un.org/interview-senior-un-relief-official-warns-no-room-complacency-until-ebola-
eliminated  

 Doctor Who Received  Ebola Case Says Virus Still a Threat to Mali https://ebolaresponse.un.org/doctor-who-
received-ebola-case-says-virus-still-threat-mali  

 http://www.qrcs.org.qa/English/MediaCenter/News/Pages/0102015.aspx 

 http://croixrouge-mali.org/lutte-contre-ebola-la-croix-rouge-malienne-dote-certaines-mosquees-et-ecoles-
en-kits-dhygiene/  

For more information, please contact: 

 

Adama Thiam, Senior Coordinator, UNMEER Mali at: thiam2@un.org; Tel: +223 79 99 94 61 

Or please visit our site on: http://www.un.org/ebolaresponse/mission.shtml 

UNMEER Mali reports and bulletins are available at: http://reliefweb.int/country/mli?source=15405#content 
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